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the only result was that ftiere were now three rival Popes
instead of two. And so the "great schism" continued. Flor-
ence, for allowing that detested thing a Council to assemble
in one of her subject cities, was, on behalf of one of the three
Popes (Gregory XII), attacked by King Ladislas of Naples,
and while the Council was sitting, had to protect its delibera-
tions and her own territory by force of arms. With the result
that the Florentine army captured Rome,

In 1410 Pope Alexander V died, and was succeeded by
Pope John XXIII. And in the same year Sigismund, King
of Bohemia, the younger brother of Wenceslaus, was elected
Emperor,

In 1413 in England Henry IV died, and was succeeded by
his brilliant son, Henry V. And in 1415 the latter invaded
France, because that country would not give him Catherine,
the King's third daughter, and with her Normandy, Maine,
and Anjou. Then followed the great battle of Agincourt, with
its crushing defeat for France.

In the same year as this great battle between France and
England there took place the Council of Constance, the
second attempt to reform the Church. This Council was
summoned by the Emperor Sigismund, that holder of the
imperial dignity whom Carlyle sarcastically calls "Sigismund
super grammaticam."17 The widely representative and
authoritative character of this Council may be judged by the
list of those who composed it. It included 27 archbishops, 300
bishops, 20 cardinals, 300 abbots and doctors of theology,
and 14 deputies of various universities; while there also
attended its deliberations 26 princes, 140 counts, and about
4000 priests. It sat for over three years at Constance, whose
chief fame it has made. It was purposely held out of Italy,
whose bishops could not be depended upon to give an inde-
pendent opinion. And since these latter outnumbered those
of all other countries put together, it was ruled that to pre-
vent their having an undue preponderance the voting should
be by nations.18